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Event details: 16 April 2026, Manchester Fashion Institute, Manchester Metropolitan University. 

Hosted by Dr Tasneem Sabir, Dr Tom Allen and Barbara Shepherd. 

Overview and purpose 
Advanced Materials for Health was a sector-first initiative led by Manchester Fashion Institute. It 

brought together more than 45 delegates from universities, industry, healthcare and innovation 

organisations to explore how advanced materials could contribute to future healthcare, wellbeing, 

monitoring, diagnosis and therapeutic applications. The audience included academics, industry 

representatives and postgraduate researchers, creating a strong basis for cross-sector exchange. 

The event marked the first joint collaboration between the UK Metamaterials Network, 4D HealthTech 

Network+ and the E-Textiles Network, with support from The Dowager Countess Eleanor Peel Trust. Its 

central purpose was to connect communities that had previously operated largely separately and 

encourage knowledge exchange, interdisciplinary collaboration and the development of research 

ideas with potential for real-world impact. It also showcased Manchester Fashion Institute’s research 

capabilities and demonstrated the role that advanced textiles and emerging technologies can play in 

addressing health challenges. 

Programme and engagement 
The programme combined presentations on emerging research and practical applications with 

networking and interdisciplinary discussion. Contributions highlighted opportunities across 

metamaterials, e-textiles, health technologies and advanced materials, enabling delegates to compare 

approaches, identify complementary expertise and consider routes towards translation. Engagement 

between academic and industry participants was particularly valuable in connecting research concepts 

with practical healthcare needs and potential applications. 

Delegates also toured Manchester Fashion Institute’s specialist facilities, including body scanning, 

RoLL, the Innovation Zone, Textile Labs and Vizoo. These visits provided direct insight into the 

University’s capabilities in advanced textiles, prototyping, body scanning and visualisation, while 

illustrating how facilities and technical expertise could support future collaborative projects. 

Outcomes and impact 
The principal outcome was the creation of a new interdisciplinary community connecting researchers 

and organisations across metamaterials, e-textiles, textiles, healthcare and advanced materials. 

Bringing three distinct networks together around a shared health challenge generated productive 

conversations about combining technologies and expertise. Delegates identified common research 

interests, prospective collaborations and possible funding opportunities, while strong cross-sector 

participation supported discussion of how research could progress towards real-world use. 



The event therefore went beyond knowledge sharing. It acted as a catalyst for new relationships and 

potential collaborative activity, while giving participants a clearer understanding of the capabilities 

available within the partner networks and at Manchester Fashion Institute. The combination of 

presentations, discussion and facility visits provided a practical foundation for continued engagement. 

Next steps 
Follow-up discussions are already taking place between researchers and organisations with 

complementary expertise. These conversations are exploring research collaborations, knowledge 

exchange, funding opportunities and future joint activities. A key longer-term priority is to maintain 

the connections established between the three networks and develop further cross-sector events and 

collaborative initiatives. Continued engagement with industry and healthcare partners will be 

important in helping promising ideas advance towards practical applications and sustained impact. 

 


